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Courts world-wide may refuse to enforce arbitral awards if such enforcement 
would be contrary to the public policy of their countries. This is known as ‘the public 
policy exception to the enforcement of arbitral awards’. It is enshrined in the New 
York Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards 
1958 (New York Convention) and the UNCITRAL Model Law on International 
Commercial Arbitration 1985 (Model Law), which are two of the most prominent 
international instruments in promoting and regulating international commercial 
arbitration. However public policy is often regarded as a vague concept which is 
impossible to define, which varies from State to State. This leads to uncertainty and 
unpredictability, which encourages the unsuccessful party in the arbitration to resist 
enforcement of the award on grounds of public policy.Therefore in order to protect 
the finality of international arbitral awards, it is necessary to refrain from abuse of 
public policy. This paper analyzed the public policy issues and their development in 
the judicial review of international commercial arbitral awards in order to help the 
research in this field of our country.  
Besides introduction and conclusion,this dissertation consists of three chapters. 
Chapter 1 introduces the basic theory of public policy in the international 
arbitration.It firstly introduces the basic theory and historical development of public 
policy and points out that the research about public policy should starts from the New 
York Convention.Secondly, it analyses the public policy clause in the New York 
Convention,from which we can explore the essence of public policy. 
Chapter 2 introduces the international practices and research of public 
policy.Firstly,it introduces the research and practices of some international 
organizations,for example the International Law Association and the Organization for 
Harmonization of Business Law in Africa(OHADA) etc.Secondly it analyses the 















Enforcement of Arbitration Agreements and Awards which was drafted by Doctor 
Albert Jan van den Berg who is a leading commercial arbitrator around the 
world;Thirdly, it introduces the legislative and judicial practices of public policy in 
some counties,including USA,England,France and Switzerland), and pays more 
attention to which kind of  circumstances are thought to be against public policy of 
their counties;Lastly,based on the previous parts of this Chapter,it analyses the 
international tendencies of development of public policy. 
Chapter 3 introduces the legislative and judicial practices of China.Firstly,it 
analyses what the applicable law for public policy is in China;Secondly,starting from 
the analysis of the cases of the Chinese courts,it analyses the judicial practices in 
China;Lastly,based on the former part of this paper ,it gives some proposal for 
improving the application of public policy of China. 
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